Introduction

regarding the Straits, AerenthaTs forward and sometimes
dangerous policy combined with the bellicose attitude of the
Austrian Chief of Staff, General Conrad von Hoetzendorf
with his anti-Italian bias, the continued preservation of the
Triple Alliance in face of these difficulties and at all costs
(which indeed it proved to be), a profound sense of isolation
in the continent of Europe and in her eyes the increasing
menace of a simultaneous and combined attack upon both
fronts by Russia and France and uncertainty as to England's
attitude or intentions in this event in an age when war was
still universally considered a sound expedient for the settle-
ment of international disputes ! Thus was the stage set for
the events upon which Princess Marie Radziwill so ably
comments and so plainly foresees in this volume of her letters
to General di Robilant.

The original French Edition of these Letters has been
extremely well annotated by Countess Irene di Robilant,
the General's eldest daughter, but to save readers the trouble
of constantly referring to footnotes it has been thought it
might be a convenience to those who are not familiar with
or who may have forgotten the facts to include notes at the
end of the book, giving a rough outline of the problems,
events, and incidents to which reference has been made in
this correspondence.1 If further knowledge is required of the
history of the German Empire and German foreign policy,
the Editor would refer readers to W. H. Dawson's The German
Empire and Erich Brandenburg's admirable history of the
foreign policy of the Powers, From Bismarck to the World War,
which has been of considerable assistance in the compilation

1 These have been placed at the end of the book rather than at the end
of the relevant chapters so as not to interfere with the continuity of the
Letters, and are in three sections: Germany, Morocco, and the 'Eastern
Question."
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